
Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
INVITATION: 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of  Jesus, by a new and living way opened 
for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of  God, let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds. (Hebrews 10:19-24) 

THE CALL TO LOVE: 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.” 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment greater 
than these.  
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.  
(Mark 12:29c-30; Matthew 22:38-39; Mark 12:31c; Matthew 22:40) 

THE RESPONSIBLE COMMUNITY 
You are the salt of  the earth. But if  the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
You are the light of  the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16) 
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THE DISCIPLES’ PRAYER: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from the evil one. 
For if  you forgive other people when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
But if  you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:9-15) 

THE LAST SUPPER: 
Preparations 
On the first day of  the Festival of  Unleavened Bread, when it was 
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?” 
So he sent two of  his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man 
carrying a jar of  water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of  
the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room 
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 
The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had 
told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. (Mark 14:12-17) 
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The Great Example 
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of  Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off  his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” 
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and 
my head as well!” 
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their 
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one 
of  you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he 
said not every one was clean. 
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he 
asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is 
what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if  you do them. 
(John 13:2-17) 
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The Supper Instituted 
When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 
kingdom of  God.” 
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of  the vine 
until the kingdom of  God comes.” 
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of  me.” 
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.  
(Luke 22:14-20) 

THE COMMUNION FAITH: 
For what I received I passed on to you as of  first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of  the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of  whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of  all he appeared to 
me also. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) 

THE BLESSING: 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

!  of  !4 4


